Where To, Columbus?

Perspectives on Leadership in Central Ohio

Arts and Sciences 138, Freshman Seminar

2 credits

Fall 2008 [or Spring 2009]  

George Wells Knight House, 104 East 15th Ave

Instructor:  Rick Livingston, Associate Director 

Institute for Collaborative Research and Public Humanities

Office: ICRPH, 104 East 15th Avenue
Office Hours:  T/Th 12 – 2, and by appt. 

Email: Livingston.28@osu.edu

Phone 247-6763

From globalization to homelessness, sustainability to social services, cities in the 21st century face an intricately knotted array of trends and issues.  How do city leaders cope?  Where do they come from, and where do they think we’re going?  In this seminar, we’ll try to get a fix on the city of Columbus by monitoring the media, meeting with a range of civic leaders, and visiting key neighborhoods and developments. For instance, we may meet with representatives from City Council, neighborhood activists, the Downtown Development Corporation, the United Way, the Central Ohio Food Bank, the School Board or the Columbus Metropolitan Library. We’ll be reading The Columbus Dispatch and checking other news outlets (radio, TV, blogs), researching the various public, non-profit and private actors around town, and taking part in a number of ongoing conversations that make up public discourse in Columbus.  For a final project, we’ll prepare a briefing book on the state of the city and what we’re doing about important issues.  
COURSE MATERIALS:  The course will be built around weekly dinner meetings and discussions with civic leaders.  All students will prepare for the meetings by reading the Columbus Dispatch daily and monitoring local broadcast and electronic media; pairs of students will serve as hosts and discussion leaders for each of the visitors.  For a final project, we will collaborate on a briefing-book about how Columbus is confronting 21st century challenges.

CLASS MEETINGS: The class will meet twice a week: once in a CARMEN chat-room, to review news coverage and prepare for our dinner discussion; once face-to-face, over dinner (6 – 8pm). Depending on the issue, we may also visit several sites in downtown Columbus.  

GRADING:  Attendance





20%





Participation (virtual and RW)


40%



Introduction of guest/discussion leader
20%





Briefing book




20%

The class will be graded S/U, with 70% required for a Satisfactory grade.  

Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with

examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities certified by the

Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Sample topical outline (depending on availability of guest speakers)

1.  Who runs Columbus? –City Councilor or rep from Mayor’s office

2. Who are the neighbors?  -- Cathy Girves, Weinland Park community activist 

3.  Hungry in Columbus  -- Matt Habash, Mid-Ohio Food Bank

4.  What does a Community Foundation do?  -- Lisa Courtice, Columbus Foundation

5.  Immigrants in Columbus  --Ruben Herrera, Community organizer, or Somali community representative

6.  Business and Economic Issues —Ty Marsh or Bill Lafayette, Columbus Chamber of Commerce

7.  Providing social services -- Janet Jackson, United Way of Central Ohio 

8.  Columbus in the Central Ohio Region --  Chester Jordan, MORPC

9. Covering Columbus:  Mike Curtin, Columbus Dispatch or Tom Rieland, WOSU Public Media
Rick Livingston is the Associate Director of OSU's Institute for Collaborative Research and Public Humanities.  He has a Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from Yale University and taught at the University of Virginia before coming to OSU in 1993.   He teaches world literature in the Department of Comparative Studies and leads the "Big Ideas" seminars at the humanities institute.  He is interested in (and has also taught courses about) public art, urbanism and ideas of "the public."  He lives just south of campus on Neil Avenue, with his wife and two daughters, and serves on the program committee of the Columbus Metropolitan Club. 
